Book reviews
Temporomandibular Joint Function and Dysfunction II Oral Sciences Reviews vol 6 pp I1 8 illustrated Dan Kr. 110 Copenhagen: Munksgaard 1974 It is unusually difficult to write about the temporomandibular joint and its problems without exciting rage or despair, but I was able to read this monograph with a steady pulse! The three contributions are complementary to the earlier book in the series and these two volumes provide all that is of importance and value to clinicians interested in this peculiar joint.
The first section, by H M Worth on radiology, is all that those fortunate enough to have read his magnum opus would expect in clarity and balance. The light of enormous experience illuminates these pages.
The volume continues with a discussion of remodelling by G E Carlsson and T Oberg. This is also very good value and indicates the large amount of experimental work which has been and continues to be performed in this field. I am sure that as the orthopantomagraph comes into wider use, and we all begin to see readily for ourselves the variations and alterations in joint contour, we shall turn more and more to this chapter.
The last contribution is by David Poswillo and is a lucid, balanced account of surgery for the joint. Details of indications and techniques are most important where operative treatment is undertaken comparatively rarely, and this is the best account of both currently available. This is the second edition of a popular book. Its declared aim is to provide the scientific background to the clinical practice of anmsthesia. Sections deal with pharmacological, physical, physiological and mathematical aspects and have had a considerable appeal not only for candidates for higher examinations but also for consultant anwsthetists who wish to teach their trainees in a competent manner.
The nine new chapters vary widely in quality. That on biological signals is concise and excellent and includes a highly relevant chapter on electrical safety. It is difficult to see why the following chapter on patient monitoring could not have been combined with it, as the latter does not discuss in depth specific anesthetic requirements. For example, it omits fuel cell oxygen warning devices altogether yet includes an out-of-place discussion of Astrup theory. Similarly, the chapter on respiratory function tests could, without loss, be a logical part of the chapters on the mechanics of ventilation and ventilation perfusion relationships. It is a pleasure to read a comprehensive review of recent work in the chapter on a theory of anesthetic action and the short but detailed account of plasma membrane physiology is an excellent background to modern pharmacology. One wonders, however, whether it is helpful in a book of this sort to have such a long chapter on electrical quantities witbout giving many examples from anesthesia to illustrate relevance, as is very successfully done in the first chapter on physical principles.
This book is strongly recommended.
D M DAVIES
Chromosomes in Human Cancer by Jaroslav Cervenka MD csc and Lucien Koulischer MD MA edited by Robert J Gorlin DDS MS ppviii+203 illustrated $13.75 Springfield, lll.: Charles C Thomas 1973 Since Boveri put forward sixty years ago his 'chromosome theory of cancer', which he interpreted to be the result of aneuploidy from the asymmetrical mitoses described years earlier by Hansemann, the relationship of chromosome anomalies to cancer has attracted much attention. This monograph is a review of the findings which have been accumulated recently, following the impetus given since 1958 by technical progress in cytogenetics, and in the light of the findings of abnormalities in a wide range of developmental disorders. The book is published at a time when the newer chromosome identification techni-ques of 1970/1971 are adding a new dimension to the study of chromosome anomalies. The findings in heematopoietic and lymphatic system neoplasias and in solid tumours are presented in a series of short chapters. The relationship of congenital disorders to malignancy, e.g. leukemia in Down's syndrome and cancer of the colon following familial polyposis, are described. Chronic myeloid leukemia emerges as the condition in which a specific chromosome disorder has been identified; but, as we now know, the deletion of chromosome 22, which is the Philadelphia chromosome, seems not to be a
